For those who were able to stay to the end of the conference, this year's finale session (that followed a tasty buffet lunch) was entertaining and offered a good 2015 conference wrap-up. Gallagher started by re-capping predictions from the 2015 conference, then posing a series of questions about the 2016 conference, Charleston, and the library world. Responses (and resulting trends and opinions) were collected through Poll Everywhere and visualized on a large screen for all to see, often causing ripples of laughter. The audience, evenly split between first timers and veterans, gave their opinions on what their favorite session types were (Plenaries, Neapolitans, and Innovation Sessions each received 21% of the vote). Opinions were positive on the conference's new venue, the Gaillard Center (except the restriction on sustaining morning beverages). Opinions on demand-driven acquisitions were mixed, ranging from "bad idea" to "where articles should be" and "OK" to "where our expectations went to die." Altmetrics were not overwhelmingly used by this audience (59% not used, 33% used). Will audience participants implement any new programs learned at this year's conference? Yes: 72%, no: 26%. 2016 conference theme suggestions, serious and humorous, included: "How Do We Get There?," "Been There, Done That," "I Love Altmetrics," and "No Theme." Law provided pertinent statistics about the conference: there were 1788 registrants, 494 first timers, 291 sessions and events, and 549 speakers. The ratio of speakers to attendees was 1:3, a high ratio among conferences. In response to the conference theme question, "Where do we go from here?," he offered "chaos" (we work separately in our little boxes) and "community" (working together in a sandbox or sharing platter, we receive a survival kit) scenarios. Law reminded the audience of Britain's Capability Brown (1716-1783) who revolutionized garden and landscape architecture that evolved into other vistas and technology. He likened the pleasing vistas of that era with Charleston and the conference -its sights, taste, smell, and all who made sure participants could learn, train, and share. Law concluded with a reminder to the audience of the "real" story of the middle stanzas of the Scots poem, "Auld Lange Sine," by Robert Burns ("We twa hae run about the braes…"). There was some great stuff from Oni and Action Labs, but I'll focus this issue on a treasure trove from Image Comics. Image was smart enough to start a $1 line of reprints of first issues they call "Image Firsts" back in 2010. This is a really great idea for folks who missed a promising series start and want to see at least the first issue before moving on to current issues or collections. The haul I've been gifted has many Image Firsts. I'll try to limit myself to three recommendations (this is very hard), all with collections available as we move into fall.
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Decoder Ring from page 80
Young continued to fulfill both writer and illustrator roles, with help from colorist Beaulieu and letterer extraordinaire Nate Piekos (whose font site Blambot has helped launch a million Web comics), for his own I Hate Fairyland:
In I Hate Fairyland, Riddling Slugs, Giants made of Pillows in the Quiltlands, and camping out on Ice Cream Island may seem like fun when you're eight years old. But to Gert, a forty-year-old trapped in a child's body, it just makes her want to take a giant battle axe and chop up anyone or thing that tries to keep her from finding the way home. Monstress follows the adventures of a young woman named Maika in an alternate early 20th Century Asia. In describing the concept for book to Newsarama, Liu notes that Maika's struggles are much like her own, or any young woman's:
Every single girl in the world has had to fight to have herself heard, to have space, and to have a self in societies that try their best to deny them all three. Every single girl, whether we want to recognize it or not, is a warrior. And me writing about a young warrior woman is less a fantasy than a reflection of what it means to grow up a woman in societies like ours. 2 In the context of how hard the world can be to a young woman, Liu also notes "I found myself lounging against a statue of Godzilla in front of Toho Studios in Tokyo. And I'm standing there thinking, 'Wow, wouldn't it be cool to have Godzilla as your friend?'" 3 Maika's otherworldly companion is more Lovecraftian than Toho, but the idea for a young person's need for a powerful big buddy remains. Takeda's art really brings out an atmosphere of seething magical energy in a steampunky, Art Deco world that's much larger than the protagonist. The first six issues of Monstress were collected in trade in July 2016, and Issue #7 is out in September.
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line up with what is physically on the shelf, keeping up a kind of a reality check. During the first project, there was a much higher number of records without items and it was important not to mistake another book on the shelf (with the same title or call number) for one of those on the list without an item record. It is also an important opportunity to confirm that publication dates are as expected and definitely meet your criteria. After books are pulled, we take a moment to vacuum and count them prior to shelving them in a staging area. At that point, depending on the scope of work needing to be done, either student or full-time staff in the Cataloging unit completes the work necessary to prepare the items for relocation to the off-site collections facility.
Outcomes
Prior to the first project, there was some concern that patrons would not react positively to having so many items moved off-site. Years out from that move, there has not been any measurable negative reaction. This is most likely due to the low circulation and age of the relocated books. It is also worth noting that many of our patrons request to have their books pulled for them via the catalog and that these items, now located off-site, are deliverable in one to two days to our main library, so the requesting process and experience is much the same regardless of a book's location. From a browsing perspective, the argument could be made that the collection becomes more up-to-date and relevant, when older, low use titles are removed. Also, as with the multivolume sets, many monographs received item corrections and cataloging enhancements that made them more discoverable and generally in better shape after being processed for storage.
Our first project of sending out 100,000 volumes resulted in the addition of 70 spacious, individual study spaces, while our next move of 50,000 volumes will enable us to clear half of our lower level, by consolidating our general collection on the second and third floors of our library.
Let's Get Technical from page 82

Decoder Ring from page 81
There's three great ongoing titles you might have glimpsed at ALA. If you didn't, now's your chance. Get on it, true believers! continued on page 103
Rumors from page 39 the OER conference is at the same time! Boohiss! Regina will be in Atlanta at ALA MW so we hope to hook up with her there. BTW, one of the authors in Regina's book reviews column is a long time friend of my husband's and has spoken in Charleston several times. Heard from Michael Cooper (BUSCA, Ambassador). Michael has started a new job as small business sales representative for the national security firm ADT. He has begun training and says he is sorry he could not get back into the library world at this point. But meanwhile in Ithaca they are enjoying a community arts ritual called PORCHFEST where tons of local performers play music all around the neighborhood!
